
Teaching Learners with Multiple Special Needs
Resources and ideas for teachers of learners with severe, profound, intensive, significant, complex or

multiple special needs.

7KH <HV�1R 6HULHV � 3DUW 2QH

Ways to Indicate Yes and No

There are so many ways we all say yes and no every day.  None of us is limited to just one means and our
students should be either.  In teaching our students a yes/no response we aim for the most universal -
verbal and/or head nod/shake (at least in the USA, in English) but if those are not possible any other
system is better than none at all.  Here is a list of some I have seen used by people with significant special
needs over the years:

● Verbal response (yes/no, ok/no, yeah/nah, si/no, uh ha/ut ah)
● Head Nod/Shake
● Body Language (smile/frown, look/look away,

reach/push away)
● Pointing to symbols with

o Finger
o Hand
o Foot
o  Head
o  Eyes
o Other

●  Activating a voice output switch

o  Finger
o  Hand
o  Foot
o Head
o Eyes
o Other

● Activating a speech device
● Yes/no wrist bands – raise hand or look at hand

http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/


http://www.cafepress.com/+yesno_for_help_call_luggage_tag,663566976
http://www.blogger.com/profile/10400368792276881977
http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/2012/11/the-yesno-series-part-one.html?showComment=1355754194585#c5842433647517079556


7KH <HV�1R 6HULHV ş 3DUW 7ZR
There is so much more in the world to say than yes/no, yet it is still a vital skill, especially in fast moving
situations and medical situations.  We times see goals on IEPs for learners with severe special needs about
yes/no and I will be the first to admit I have done this poorly in the past.  Like many people I had a
tendency to believe that if we just practiced enough we would eventually successfully teach yes/no.  Thus
many of my students sat through daily "drill" in which they were asked ten yes or no questions and were
given positive reinforcement or rewards when they were correct.  Not surprisingly this wasn't effective for
many of them.

First we must understand not all yes/no questions are created equally.  "Do you want a cookie?" is far
from "Was Washington the third president?".  Think about "Do you want to go home?" versus "You do
want to go home, don't you?"  All of these questions are yes/no questions.  Anyone of these could be
tossed out in a yes/no drill.  Yet they presume different cognitive and language skills and different types of
motivation.

Some of the different types of yes/no are:
● $FFHSW�UHMHFW "Do you want your blanket?"

o Choice "How about the blue one?"
● $ffiUP�GHQ\ 

o Possession "Is this your coat?"
o Preference "Do you like the red one?"
o Label "Is this a table?"
o Function of objects "Does a vacuum walk?"
o Test knowledge "Is it facing north?"
o Comparison "Is a dog older than a puppy?"
o Relative time "Did that happen first?"
o Preference "Do you like apples?"

● 5KHWRULFDO TXHVWLRQ "How 'bout them apples?"
)RU RXU OHDUQHUV ZH VWDUW E\ IRFXVLQJ RQ DFFHSW�UHMHFW�  We need to avoid the other kinds of yes/no until
we are sure that the student understands that yes is accept and no is reject.  Then we will work on different
types of yes/no questions.

One way to work yes/no is accept/reject this is by offering choices in the following manner:
● teacher: "Do you want milk or no?"
● student: eyegazes to milk
● teacher: "yes, you want milk." while modeling the students yes response, whatever that is

Another example:
● teacher: "Would you like the purple one or no?"
● student: pushes away the purple one
● teacher "No, you do no want the purple one!" again, while modeling the way the student would

show this
We must be careful in doing this type of accept/reject question that we do not assume that we know what
the child wants.  A child might love soda, so you ask, "Do you want soda?" and the child communicates
"no".   A "no" is a "no".  Perhaps the child already had plenty of soda, or perhaps he or she has a sore
throat, or perhaps his parent told him "don't you have soda today!".  Or maybe the child doesn't yet
understand yes/no.  



If that is the case, modeling that NO means you rejected the thing
nO



7KH <HV�1R 6HULHV � 3DUW )RXU

8VLQJ *DPHV WR 7HDFK�5HLQIRUFH <HV�1R
"In ev'ry job that must be done
There is an element of fun
You find the fun and snap!
The job's a game" - Mary Poppins

�,V WKDW ULJKW"� *DPH
/HYHO� \HV�QR IRU DFFHSW�UHMHFW DQG KLJKHU

This game is all about being silly!  You can play it to work on accept/reject yes/no responses or something
at a higher level. Essentially you do something super silly, like try to put on the child's coat yourself, put
the child's sock on their hand or whatever the child will know is absurd.  Then you ask, "Do you want it
this way?" or "Do you like it this way?".  Keep in mind that the child may, indeed, want it that way,
because being silly is fun.  So if he says "yes" to the sock on his hand, keep it up and put the other sock on
his other hand.  Create a build up and keep asking yes or no questions.  When it is time to stop, if the
answer is still, "yes", then you say, "Oh, I am so silly! No (model how the child says no)! It doesn't go like
this!"  If the child is working on higher-level yes/no you can ask, "Do socks go on hands?" and other
higher order questions.

7KH <HV�1R 5DFH
/HYHO� KLJKHU \HV�QR VNLOOV �ODEHO� IXQFWLRQ RI REMHFW� FRPSDULVRQ� HWF��

Prepare a list of yes/no questions at the level your students are working on or use yes/no question cards
(see list below).  Decide if the student will compete individually or in teams.  Create a scoreboard with
student names or team names.  Be sure each child has access to their best way of expression yes/no.
 Using your list or cards, ask each question one by one.  After each question be sure to wait up to a
minute.  You can either play that the first correct answer wins a point or every correct answer wins a point.
 I find this game works better if you have everyone answer at once (thus none of the students refuses to
answer just for the attention given when they don't).  Whoever has the most points at the end wins a prize!

*XHVV :KR"
/HYHO� KLJKHU \HV�QR



http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003AIM52A/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=B003AIM52A&link_code=as3&tag=thbeanmocofuf-20
http://www.20q.net/flat/prods.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/20q-mind-reader-free/id323163704?mt=8
http://www.20q.net/


a

http://www.superduperinc.com/products/view.aspx?pid=MXAFD38#.UMTwQ4M0WSo
http://www.linguisystems.com/products/product/display?itemid=10801
http://www.linguisystems.com/products/product/display?itemid=10328
http://www.speakingofspeech.com/uploads/AuditoryProcessing-Yes.NoQuestions-Cards.pdf
http://slpmaterials.blogspot.com/2012/09/answering-yesno-questions-affirming-or.html
http://slpmaterials.blogspot.com/2012/11/receptive-language-yes-no-questions.html
http://www.boardmakershare.com/Activity/557/ask-me-a-yesno-question-cards
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-054-phase-3-yesno-question-cards
http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/thumbs816-820/sb820prev.html#.UMTxfIM0WSo
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B53dSMLzoer8REF4ZUM4WE9jaEU/edit
http://www.k-3teacherresources.com/printable-reading-games.html#.UMTshIM0WSo
http://www.superduperinc.com/products/view.aspx?pid=FD38#.UMTwR4M0WSo
http://www.smartkids.co.uk/details.asp?pid=1637&category=11&subcat=108&age_range=


● PECS 4 Autism Yes/No
● Just for Adults Yes/No Questions by Linguisystems
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8VLQJ %RRNV WR 7HDFK DQG 5HLQIRUFH <HV�1R

● Ollie's School Day: A Yes and No Book
o Go with Ollie through his day making yes and no choices

● No No Yes Yes
o this board book presents behaviors and labels them yes and no 

● I'm Going to Read: No Yes
o this is a simple story told by a series of yes and no statements

● Yes, No, Maybe So
o another simple story about reinforcing positive behavior

● No, David!
o this Kindergarten favorite has the adults in David's life telling him, "No!" to all of the

impulsive things he does and is a great way to get all the kids calling out "NO!" whatever
way they happen to do that!

● Yes No Little Hippo
o a book about safety through yes and no

● Yes Day
o the best day of the year, when every question is answered with "Yes!"

● Eli, No!
o a simple story about unconditional love told through a dog who gets into trouble

● Yes Yes Yaul!
o Yaul only like to say, "No!" until his friends help him learn to try "Yes!"

● Stop and Go, Yes and No
o this is a book about opposites and is best suited for teaching core words/antonyms, but it

does contain yes and no
● Yes, Please! No, Thank you!

o a book of silly questions

http://www.pecs4autism.com/servlet/the-907/Yes-%26-No-Question/Detail
http://www.linguisystems.com/products/product/display?itemid=10451
https://www.amazon.com/Ollies-School-Day-Yes-No/dp/0823445216/ref=sr_1_1?crid=38DW10WZ75U94&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ow-hjwNLOI3puL1XU1lNV2RvNc-qNQN8Uhb8_-Dn1_F3H1DSUsBoD0RUSbInM50p0kiWK9jA3S8SxUkbwQZUazajlUR3Rq3umaUNMKQJdzVzAPs8ZFD8nPlhgMCXz0IQtiA9OcBTT2J8ky5ibpojldBC8b9gxr-4D-1jh_1aBm-tw8Q1ZlzeB4JVh8qAGYRylhCODPYaXNO6LZ71O_91we1oVILtVtMqfunOsSu-HB0.XbFZ76wIakjdOyhkPtdeZLSFj0r5LG9bgcNnWz-EVY0&dib_tag=se&keywords=ollie%27s+school+day&qid=1733258980&sprefix=ollie%27s+school+day%2Caps%2C183&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Yes-Leslie-Patricelli-board-books/dp/0763632449/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1DH4Q0DJQALKS&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.j04lgZQRVeOy7lKbo734AgHQSKHCojW13jK-OAaSz22aYm-u74GOaX1SzkL-5eI0TqS0P2ptATmFy7IzKQ6DmWVqBmZQWfYOwUfhPeQ85ZW87-LNbTf4oiakP_E2pxx-_5VA-8MdWOYFXrxiqGIJIhsPciKRVFjQRQtB9Xhp7XVsIvlYnFrdYOeZyE7PhbfgHQwl-Qhf4CtD78MNKMqUJywphvH2pmx1I6i51LhngHc.KeRQKXFV1E-qB8v-OlwucfvMdfgTPbNkvWVNM46muR4&dib_tag=se&keywords=no+no+yes&qid=1733258874&sprefix=no+no+yes%2Caps%2C267&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Im-Going-Read-Level-Yes/dp/1402734131
http://www.amazon.com/Yes-Maybe-Charise-Mericle-Harper/dp/0803729561
http://www.amazon.com/No-David-Shannon/dp/0590930028
https://www.amazon.com/Yes-No-Little-Hippo-Readers/dp/0895656973/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1MUTH7NASXNK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.YOM2psx22e35X5tf6zOwCpTNfTw-BbiLaH3hMlQSQ3R_8VH5HCHG-Zdb8hicvvtT48eMhE6yLrLSHewdPkG1ew.1PfQIc9OSnsRaXnbudRdFedg0f9vIpWAEArokYJbf6g&dib_tag=se&keywords=yes+no+little+hippo&qid=1733258953&sprefix=yes+no+little+hippo%2Caps%2C232&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Yes-Day-Amy-Krouse-Rosenthal/dp/0061152595
http://www.amazon.com/Eli-No-Katie-Kirk/dp/0810989646
https://www.amazon.com/Yes-Yaul-Hip-Hop-Book/dp/1423146824/ref=sr_1_1?crid=254YYNNYHRVBU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DvAZOoNiNw4pfNFrwUDgWjaH7_XEJ3OdGwjn0Pt8z0nGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.U_hpbdWxHuKNI6giEi_-w9lARRNkvwHcKdHzB0Zn3gE&dib_tag=se&keywords=yes+yes+yaul&qid=1733259029&sprefix=yes+yes+yaul%2Caps%2C197&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Stop-Go-Yes-No-Categorical/dp/0822590255
http://www.amazon.com/Yes-Please-No-Thank-You/dp/1402717466/ref=sr_1_10?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1355092165&sr=1-10&keywords=yes+no


http://www.amazon.com/No-Yes-Ivana-Svabic/dp/0439338662/ref=sr_1_15?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1355092193&sr=1-15&keywords=yes+no
http://www.amazon.com/Oh-No-Yes-Kalli-Reid/dp/1933916540/ref=sr_1_38?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1355092250&sr=1-38&keywords=yes+no


http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-mXozDZItxOU/UMfkR9KHigI/AAAAAAAAhoY/Uh3wqfX3zRs/s1600/yes+no+keychains.JPG


Watch this clip from the 1970 French film, An Infinite Tenderness, look for all the "best yes" responses
and how the same child uses different "best yes" answers.  (The story is a puppy love


